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Matthew Miller, a current
WCC student and Ypsilanti res-
ident, says he has no regrets after
an unsuccessful run for public
office. Miller, 22, had sought the
Democratic Party’s nomination
for the Michigan Senate’s 18th
District seat, which is up for grabs
in the general election later this
November.

The Michigan Senate’s 18th
District seat, which represents
Ann Arbor, Ypsilanti, Saline,
Milan, and adjacent areas, is
currently held by Sen. Rebekah
Warren, who cannot seek re-
election for the Senate due to
term limits. She is currently run-
ning for the Michigan House of
Representatives’s 55th District
seat.

Miller said that his drive to
work on hard problems is what
prompted him to enter the pri-
mary contest.

“I’'ve always been told—and
now I see it in myself—that I find
uncommon solutions to unpre-
dictable problems,” he said.

Miller officially launched his
campaign when he filed election
papers with the Secretary of State
last January. Personal friends of
Miller’s encouraged him to run
for office, and offered in-kind sup-
port to his campaign.

Yet before his campaign had
even begun, he knew that his
underdog candidacy would be
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WCC's student reflects on racing for Michigan Senate

Matthew Miller and girlfriend, Kyra Kitchen, discuss campaign outcome.

nothing less than an extreme long
shot. But to Miller, that was no
matter.

He had faced a steep fight in
the primary against political vet-
erans Michelle Dietrick, and Jeff
Irwin, as well as established Ann
Arbor business woman Anuja
Rajendra. Both Dietrick and
Irwin have a record of legisla-
tive experience, name recognition
and financial support.

Miller was a newcomer to the
political scene; unknown to the

voting public with only modest
resources fueling his campaign.
Even so, Miller didn’t let these
obstacles discourage him from
making waves and attempting an
electoral upset.

Although Miller lacked the
level of support that his oppo-
nents had, he still managed to
affect the outcome at the polling
booths in the Aug. 7 primaries.
“I raised 1.6 percent of the to-
tal funds that were raised in the
entire race. We got just under 3
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percent of the vote. And that was
after dropping out on June 29th—
after five weeks of no campaign-
ing,” Miller said.

During the campaign, Miller
focused his attention mostly on
social issues.

One key message that Miller
expressed in his campaign was
the growing economic divide be-
tween Ypsilanti and Ann Arbor.
‘Ann Arbor and Ypsi... has one
of the greatest wells of disparity
when it comes to education and
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economics and housing,” he said.

Although the Ann Arbor-
Ypsilanti region is often char-
acterized by both townies and
out-of-towners as a hub for pro-
gressivism, Miller expresses deep
concern that the region suffers
from an underlying social in-
equality and subtle disregard,
which many people don’t—or
won’t—perceive.

“There’s a level of classism
in eastern Washtenaw County
that gets brushed underneath the
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rug,” Miller said. “Our team kind
of coined the phrase ‘glass wall’
on U.S. 23 that separates Ann
Arbor and Ypsilanti. These cit-
ies are less than five miles apart.
(In Ypsilanti) the average income
drop s $20,000 a year; the per-
centage of renters goes up tre-
and the
African-American population is

mendous amounts...

four or five times greater.

“In Ypsi, people loved our
message. We were calling for re-
form in the police departments.
We were calling for reform of the
criminal justice system and cor-
rections. We were calling for re-
form of how we fund our schools,
and fund them in a more equi-
table manner.

“The only real issue I would
run into is people saying, ‘You
have no experience. How do you
expect to get any of this done?’”

When asked how he respond-
ed to peoples’ skepticism, he
chuckled, saying, “It’s a hell of
a question.” Then, after a brief
pause he added, “The thing is,
though, I wouldn’t be alone.
There are other Democrats and
moderate Republicans who want
to move forward.”

Miller has not yet stated
whether he plans to seek public
office in the future. He has said
that he supports Jeff Irwin, who
won the August 7th primary and
will be included on the general
election ballot this November
as the Democratic nominee for
senate.

COURTESY OF BIRD SCOOTERS

Bird scooters take over
downtown Ann Arbor

By RacHEL DUCKETT
Contributor

Bird, a service providing dock-
less electric scooters across the
country, has landed in the city of
Ann Arbor, immediately attract-
ing students and clashing with
local government.

On their Instagram, pictures
of young, stylish Bird users pos-
ing with scooters in big cities, and
campuses, boasting a cool, new,
environmentally friendly way to
travel short distances.

However, the up and coming
tech service remains unlicensed
and is illegal to ride the scoot-
ers in Ann Arbor. The city first
warned users that they could be
ticketed for misuse of the scoot-
ers, which led to the confiscation
of over 30 Bird scooters that were
left on public sidewalks.

“Per City ordinances, it’s un-
lawful to operate a Bird scooter
or any other motorized vehicle
on sidewalks. In addition, per
the State Motor Vehicle Code,
motorized scooters may not be
operated in bike lanes, but they
may be operated on the road
closest to the right curb as is
possible,” says Lisa Wondrash,

Communications Director for the
city of Ann Arbor.

In regards to the future of
Bird scooters in Ann Arbor,
Wondrash said,

“City staff are actively work-
ing with Bird on a licensing
agreement to address safety and
usage concerns. Once the terms
are agreed upon, the licensing
agreement would set parameters
for where scooters should appro-
priately and safely be “parked”
so as not to impede pedestrian,
bicycle and vehicular traffic.”

Bird was founded in
2017 in California by Travis
VanderZanden, a former COO
of Lyft and Senior Executive at
Uber. The service uses a QR code
system that can be scanned by a
smartphone, and charges users
a §1 rental fee, and 15 cents a
minute to ride.

Bird waives the initial §1 start-
ing fee in low income commu-
nities, and for service members
and veterans; these programs are
coined “One Bird” and “Red,
White, and Bird.”

In an email, Rachel Bankston,
corporate communications at
Bird, clarified the company’s
intentions:

“We'’ve challenged the CEOs
of other scooter- and bike-sharing
companies to sign the Save Our
Sidewalks Pledge. Companies
that take this pledge will com-
mit to preventing American cities
from suffering the same fate of
many Chinese cities, where out-
of-control vehicle deployment has
led to piles of abandoned bicycles
over-running sidewalks and pol-
luting public areas.”

This pledge includes nightly
pickup of their vehicles, respon-
sible growth, meaning they won’t
expand their supply of scooters in
any city unless scooters are being
used at least three times a day, and
revenue sharing, where they remit
the initial §1 rental fee to the cit-
ies for the purpose of more bike
lanes, promoting safe riding, and
maintaining shared infrastruc-
ture.

For now, U of M’s Division of
Public Safety and Security advises
students to park scooters in bike
racks or moped parking areas,
and to never operate the scoot-
ers under the influence of drugs
or alcohol, as Bird users can be
arrested and charged for operat-
ing a motor vehicle.

Hepatitis A reported at the
Michigan Renaissance Festival

By NicHoras KETcHUM
Staff” Whiter

An outbreak of Hepatitis A is
occuring in Michigan, according
to the Washtenaw County Health
Department. “Most adults aren’t
vaccinated, but vaccination and
good hand washing can prevent
the spread of illness,” said Susan
Cerniglia, communications man-
ager at the Washtenaw County
Health Department.

A recent case of exposure to
Hepatitis A was reported at the
Michigan Renaissance Festival in
Oakland County, where a visitor
attending the festival on Sept. 1
was confirmed to have contracted
the virus.

Officials are asking that adults
who attended or worked at the
festival on Sept. 1, 2, and 3 be
vaccinated as soon as possible.

WCC’s Office of Student
Activities had offered discounted
tickets to the festival to interested
students.

Upon learning of the in-
cident, the Office of Student
Activities sent an email alert to
notifying anyone who had pur-
chased tickets from the college
of the situation.

Peter Leshkevich, director
of Student Development and
Activities at WCC, said the email

Symptoms:
Jatigue
*Reduced appetite
*Tenderness or stomach pain
*Nausea or vomiting
*Dark urine
*Yellowing skin

The scope

According to the Washtenaw
County Health Department,
889 diagnosed cases of
Hepatitis A have been report
statewide since Sept. 12, 2018.
The disease has caused 28
deaths since Aug. 2016.
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included a link to a Detroit News

story which outlined a strong rec-
ommendation from the Oakland
County Health Division advising
those at risk of infection to get
vaccinated if they aren’t already.

The message recommended
that students who attended the
festival on the days in question
reach out to their healthcare
providers and take precaution-
ary measures, said Leshkevich,
in an email to the Voice. “The
health and welfare of our students
1s always our first priority and
served as the basis of our timely
communication.”

In addition to people who at-
tended the festival, others should
pursue vaccination if they have
a higher risk of exposure to the
virus.

“We would recommend that

The cause

Hepatitis A spreads via the
feces of infected individuals, with
most infections occurring from
sexual activity as well as other
Intimate encounters. Consuming
food or beverages that have been
handled by an infected person
can also spread the virus.

To get help

People seeking vaccination
should talk with their healthcare
provider, or call the Washtenaw
Health Departmen t at 734-544-
6700 to get the vaccine.

college students get vaccinated
against Hepatitis A if not al-
ready vaccinated,” informed
Carniglia. Most adult residents
in Washtenaw County are not
vaccinated.

According to a website op-
erated by Washtenaw County,
people with the highest risk of
exposure include:

* Men who engage in same-

sex activities

* People who have previously

abused substances

* Homeless or transient

persons

* People in correctional

institutions

* Anyone with an underlying

liver disease

Hepatitis A can be prevented
by vaccination if the vaccine is
administered within two weeks
from the initial exposure. Many
healthcare providers and phar-
macies offer vaccines, as well as
the Washtenaw County Health
Department.

Hepatitis A can damage the
liver as well as cause other prob-
lems, and may frequently exhibit
itself in a range of symptoms.
Sometimes symptoms appear as
a mild illness lasting only a few
weeks, while other times it may
appear as a much more serious
illness that lasts for months.

The Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services ad-
vises that free or low cost vaccines
are available for qualifying indi-
viduals who do not have health
insurance. CGall the MDHHS
Division of Immunization at 517-
335-8159 for more information.

The Health Department has
also launched a campaign en-
titled “Stop Hep. A.” The depart-
ment has published information
about the outbreak and recom-
mendations for reducing risk of
exposure at https://www.washt-
enaw.org/stophepa.
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Transfer
more

of your
credits!

We pride ourselves on being one of the most
transfer-friendly universities around. We
accept up to 90 transfer credits, including both
classroom and some work experience credits.
We have programs that can help you earn your
bachelor’s degree in as little as one year. And
we offer transfer scholarships up to $6,000!

Contact us today about earning your degree
in business, technology or health!

(800) 686-1600 | davenport.edu/apply
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Campus resources
available for parents

- S P,

By CATHERINE ENGSTROM-HADLEY
Staff” Whiter

If you’re a WCC student with
children, you know the struggle of
trying to balance work, academ-
ics, and childcare responsibility.
Fortunately, there are many re-
sources available to student par-
ents on campus.

WCC’s on-campus child-
care center is affordable option
for students who are in need of
daycare for their children. The
center provides a fun and educa-
tional environment for kids ages
18 months to 5 years old. It’s open
from 8 a.m.- 5 p.m., Monday
through Friday, and costs only
three dollars an hour for students.
Experienced childcare profession-
als provide the kids with activities
that provide developmental and
education merit.

“T absolutely love the childcare
center, this 1s my child’s first time
at a daycare and they are really
patient with her, I love how they
leave us notes; what she ate, how
she did. I'love the playground and
all the instructors here.” said Kodi
Pearson, whose daughter 1s cur-
rently enrolled in the children’s
center. Trudi Hagen, who has
been director of the child center
for over 15 years, says that the
child care center is “an excellent
service for students, providing af-
fordable childcare™.

Applications for the Child
Care Center begin when class
enrollment starts. Those in need
of childcare should be sure to
apply as soon as possible, as slots

WCC student's son plays with a colorful stone caterpillar outside of the

WCC Childcare Center.

fill quickly.

In Michigan, daycare costs
an average of 10 to 17 thousand
dollars a year. For those strug-
gling to afford these expenses,
partial scholarships are avail-
able for both on and off campus
childcare through the Student
Resource Center.

Lactation room reservations
can be scheduled on campus,
providing nursing students with

Parents Jesse Cobb and Keia Baker with children (From left), Terrence
Baker, Keia Baker-Cobb, Jesse Baker-Cobb, and Jonathon Paige.
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privacy. You can schedule lacta-
tion room use for the semester
through the Student Resources
Women’s Center.

A Student Emergency Fund
1s available for students who are
facing a financial crisis. If you
are in need of these services, visit
the Student Resource Center to
make an appointment with a case
manager.

According to Dean Orbits,
students can receive financial as-
sistance for bus tokens, tutoring,
food and books. “No one does
it alone so don’t be afraid to ask
for help. Our advice is to use all
the existing resources, both on
campus and in the community.
SRC, tutoring, [the] Writing
Center, math & science lab...
This also means asking family
and friends for support as well.
Only take on what you think you
can handle, set good boundar-
ies and take of yourself.” Dean
Orbits advised. Visit the Student
Resource Center in room 206 of
the Student Center building for
more information on obtaining
assistance.

Local hospital-based farm
promotes community health

By CATHERINE ENGSTROM-HADLEY
Staff” Whiter

Looking for some farm fresh
produce? Every Wednesday from
11 am. to | p.m. the St. Joseph
Mercy Hospital offers a farmer’s
market cart in their main lobby.
Food is grown locally right off
Huron River Drive. As part of
the hospital’s Health and Wellness
department, the farm strives to
cultivate community engagement.

The farm which expands
across four acres, was started
over eight years ago and 1s one
of the few hospital-based farms
in the country. Accessibility is a
huge priority. “We have a handi-
capped accessible hoop house,
and [with the farm] being next
to the hospital, we can grow a
diverse community.” explained
Amanda Sweetman, the current
Project Manager. “Not just one
kind of person can come here.
Having studied ecology, I know
that diverse ecosystems are more
resilient, and I see that happening
in our community here. We have
recent immigrants and people
with disabilities, we have peo-
ple of all ages, and that forms
a more resilient, positive force
in the world that I think we re-
ally need.”

The farm encourages com-
munity involvement and relies
on volunteers. Volunteering at
the farm is a great way to learn
how to work as a team to provide
healthy food. Children have the
opportunity to visit the farm for
field trips and day camps. “We

work really hard to make curios-
ity cool again,” said Sweetman,
“[Children’s] role models aren’t
telling them eating vegetables is
cool, they aren’t telling them sci-
ence is awesome. One of the best
ways to help people to be health-
ier is to intervene when they are
young,”

When kids come to the farm
for a 90-minute field trip, they
have a chance to participate in
experiment based and interac-
tive science education. The goal
is to make healthy habits fun for
kids and provide them with posi-
tive role models. These programs
have been such a success that the
Ann Arbor Area Community
Foundation’s Youth Council al-
located two thousand dollars to
provide bus fare for student field
trips to the farm.

The St. Joe's farm also of-
fers a Community Supported
Agriculture share programs.
Participating members have an
opportunity to try new foods
and dishes they may not nor-

mally choose. The farm’s team

members even post recipes on
the blog stjoefarm.wordpress.
com to help promote healthy
meals. Weekly, seasonal, or year-
round shares can be purchased,
which allows shareholders to
bring home fresh produce for
the length of time they choose.
The Community Supported
Agriculture program also helps
to support and maintain the farm.

The farm at St. Joseph Mercy
Hospital has proven to be of great
benefit to the community, provid-
ing Washtenaw County residents
with fresh, sustainable food op-
tions. According to Sweetman,
“The amazing thing about the
farm 1s that we are growing a
healthy community. We’re do-
ing that in a very grass roots
way. People come to us and say
‘were interested in this, we want
to help with this, we [want to]
know about this’’. Anyone with
a positive attitude and desire to
learn 1s encouraged to volunteer
on the farm. To get involved, visit
the farmer’s market page on the
Hospital website.

JENNIFER F. SANSBURY | CONTRIBUTOR

Fresh produce for sale every Wednesday at the St. Joe's Farmers Market.
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A rise in mass shootings prompts campus security

By MATTHEW BARTOW

Contributor

Last year in October, a shoot-
er opened fire at a Las Vegas
concert. With 59 fatalities, this
incident is regarded as the deadli-
est mass shooting in United States
history. 2017 alone saw the high-
est number of active shootings in
the our country since 2000, ac-
cording to the FBI. This increase
of gun violence brings up some
important questions: What does
Washtenaw Community College
have in place to prevent an inci-
dent on campus? And what would
happen if an incident occured?

Scott Hilden is the chief of
Public Safety and Emergency
Management for Washtenaw
Community College. He has
worked in law enforcement for 28
years as an officer on the Canton
Police, a resource officer at the
Plymouth-Canton Educational
Park, and more. Hilden stresses
that the best way to prevent an in-
cident is through communication.

“It is extremely important
that we maintain an environment
where people feel comfortable
communicating with each other.”
Hilden urges students: “If you see
something suspicious or someone
who is acting in an unexpected
way, please report it to campus
security.”

Campus safety provides
services for students and staff.
Behavioral intervention is avail-
able for any student or staff
member in a crisis. Facility and
students can choose to receive
ALIC.E. (Alert, Lockdown,
Inform, Counter, and Evacuate)

Chief of Public Safety and Emergency Management, Scott Hilden, addresses ALICE trainees on how to break windows in
classrooms to make a safe escape.

training to help them respond ef-
fectively in the event of a campus
incident. According to Hilden,
over 200 staff and students at
WCC have received the train-
ing since it was first offered last
February.

If an active shooter situa-
tion ever occurred at Washtenaw
Community College, campus
safety has a variety of mecha-
nisms in place to combat the
threat as quickly and safely as pos-
sible. Hilden said campus safety
has electronic access to every door

on campus, and a campus wide
lockdown could be initiated with
the push of a button. Security has
access to over 300 security cam-
eras that would be instrumental in
tracking down a suspect. Security
messages will immediately go out
via text, email, and media to alert
students and stafl of the danger.

On September 19, 2017, the
Board of Trustees authorized
Washtenaw Community College’s
campus safety to become its own
police department. Since then,
the presence of armed officers on

campus has increased from one
to three. Hilden said the biggest
defense the college has against a
potential shooting is the ability
to get an armed officer to the lo-
cation of the incident as quickly
as possible.

“Now that we are our own
police department, not only can
we Investigate any type of threat,
we can get an officer to the loca-
tion of the incident significantly
faster,” Hilden explained. “In a
life or death situation, every sec-
ond matters.”

Some students, such as
Quentin Goddard and Saad
Ahmed, support the presence of
armed officers on campus.

“It’s a great idea because of
events occurring in the United
States,” expressed Goddard, 28,
who 1s pursuing an Associate of
Arts Degree at WCC. “We need
more armed officers because the
campus 1s so large.”

“It’s a good step... armed
forces can protect us from mass
shootings,” said Ahmed, a com-
puter science major. “We improve
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the security of the campus. I ap-
preciate it!”

But not everyone has em-
braced the increased presence
of armed officers on campus.
Two members of the Board of
Trustees, David DeVarti and
Ruth Hatcher, voted against
creating the police force, citing
concerns of police violence.
DeVarti expressed his opposi-
tion during the board meeting
with a prepared statement and
a black T-shirt reading “I can’t
breathe” and “Everyone mat-
ters” in reference to the death of
Eric Garner in New York City
at the hands of police in 2014.

Devarti argued, “WCC does
not have on-campus residents,
we are not a 24/7 institution,
and we are not located within
a geographically urban envi-
ronment infested by crime... It
remains to be demonstrated to
me that there exists any need for
police on our campus.”

“We've tried to answer ques-
tions and offer support,” Hilden
said in response to complaints
about the expansion of cam-
pus police presence. “We are
here to help and provide sup-
port for the community.” It is
crucial that students report any
suspicious activity on and near
campus, which can be done by
calling 734-973-3411 (ext. 3411
on campus). Students interested
in receiving the A.L.I.C.E. train-
ing or more information about
campus safety and prevention
can visit the WCC public safety
page online, stop by the Public
Safety office, or use the phone
number above.
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Achieving 'Student Success' at WCC

SARA FARAJ | WASHTENAW VOICE

By PREETAM SHOKAR
Editor

Washtenaw Community
College is the helping hand that
students need to be successful in
their endeavors. Washtenaw’s
motto of “Student Success” is
deeply ingrained in all of the
faculty, staff, and students that
work at and attend WCC. A stu-
dent body of just 12,000, we are
a close-knit community that offers
aplethora of Associate’s degrees
and certificates for all students,
regardless of age or education-
al background. Our campus in
Ann Arbor, M1, is complete with
state-of-the-art equipment and
technology that is used during
all classes, events, and activities.

After my gap year on
the Big Island of Hawai‘i, it

was clear to me that Washtenaw
Community College was a unique
institution in terms of class size,
faculty education, and student
nvolvement. I wanted to spend
my time and effort among peers
who strived for success. My goal
at WCC was to build my educa-
tional foundation after my high
school years were interrupted by
my illness.

Taking the time necessary to
settle into my classes and develop
strong study habits, I found that
having two dozen students per
class created a smoother adjust-
ment for me to transition back
to school after a year away. The
faculty were kind, highly edu-
cated, and created a humbling
atmosphere for all students, mak-
ing the classroom a comfortable
environment in which to learn
and ask questions. The faculty are
graciously willing to mentor stu-
dents, something I had not imag-
ined from professors at the college
level. I had imagined large, dark
lecture halls with professors pro-
fusely yelling at their classes, while
the confuddled students smashed
at their keyboards, sweating and
swearing as they took notes. Being
in a setting vastly different from
what I had feared college to be

made me all the more confident
in my abilities to meet and exceed
expectations at WCC.
Washtenaw Community
College created an atmosphere

of helpful learning, contributing,
and leading. This led to my ability
to survive and thrive by helping

me build my confidence and giv-
ing me the tools to be successful.
The motto of “Student Success”
was so deeply ingrained in our
minds that nothing seemed im-
possible or out-of-reach. Over the
past year and a half, we have all
seen each other grow throughout

each semester and achieve levels
of academic standards that we
did not know could be attained.
This process was supported by
the caring faculty, staff, and peers
that create a warm and exciting
environment. To most of us,
Washtenaw Community College

feels like home, and in this home,
we feel that we can achieve any-
thing when we put our mind to
it. It is in this home, that we can
focus on our academics and our
goals for the future.
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Get yourself talking. Talk to your partner. Talk to your health care provider.

WWW.CDC.GOV/GYT

=BI-WEEKLY BRIEFING= SECURITY & NOTES

By Preetam Shokar | Editor By Preetam Shokar | Editor

STEM Program prepares students for 4-year degrees

A new student support program offering scholarships are encouraging WCC students to pursue

four-year degrees in science, technology, engineering and mathematics. The program will officially Drug law violation
kick off its first year in the Fall semester, but the first group of 26 students were on campus for a sum-

mer portion, learning social and academic skills. The students age range is from 17 to 39, and are Police and campus authorities were alerted to an incident of drug possession on
studying engineering, physics, biochemistry and informational science. For more information, contact campus property Sept. 12. Violation was reported at 2:36 p.m.

advising and counseling at (734) 677-5102
Reminder
Adult Transitions Pathways program at WCC moving beyond GED

) ) ] ) Campus safety and security asks students and staff to report any suspicious activity or
WCC’s ATP program is pushing their students beyond the GED with the help of the staff and fac- incidents that occur on campus. Campus safety and security is open 24 hours, seven

ulty at WCC. The program serves approximately 400 academically underprepared and economically days a week. Call 734-973-3411.
disadvantaged students per year at three locations: the WCC main campus in Ann Arbor, the Harriet
Street Center in Ypsilanti, and the Ypsilanti Township Community Center. They use an Integrated
Education and Training model that allows GED students to co-enroll in certain WCC certificate pro-
grams. For more information, contact (734) 677-5006.
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Open Weekends & Labor Day Purchase Discount Tickets Today
ekl MichRenFest.com
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10am - 7pm ® Rain or Shine #MIRenFest @ ‘I@j 3 B

DISCOUNT COUPONS AVAILABLEAT PARTICIPATING
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WCC student
to star in Antigone

Local theater major hopes to make it to the big screen

By CHEYENNE MCGUIRE
Contributor

Around 441 BC, Sophocles
adapted the myth of a hero-
ine who risks her well-being
to give her brother a proper
burial in spite of her family’s
allegiances.

Today, Ypsilanti resident
and WCC student, Aliahna
Porter is on track to bring
that story to life as the titular
role in the Ann Arbor Civic
Theatre’s production of
"Antigone".

“The whole play is about
Antigone
fighting
for

what is right even though she
knows there will be conse-
quences for it,” said Porter.

Despite its ancient pedigree,
Porter believes the play is still
relevant today.

“One thing I connected to
it is that, about a year ago, a
woman climbed a flagpole at
a state building to take down a
Confederate flag,” Porter said.
“She knew she’d get arrested
and that they’d put it back up,
but she did it anyway because it
was right.”

No stranger to the stage,
Porter fell in love with acting as
a child, but only returned to it
in recent years.

After leaving Pioneer
High School, she con-
tinued her studies
through Washtenaw
Technical Middle
College, which
spurred her to give
acting another try.

Last fall, as

part of WCC’s
Acting II show-
case, she por-
trayed Paulinka
Erdnuss in
Tony Kushner’s
"A Bright

Room Called

"

Day".

“[WCC acting classes] re-
ally are what made me remem-
ber how much I'love acting
because I was too scared to try
to doit [...] But then I real-
ized how much I loved it and
Tracy [Jaffe, faculty adviser of
Theatre and Drama] has really
helped me build the courage to
decide that I want to act.”

Any students thinking
about following suit should do
so. “Definitely sign up for an
Acting I course,” Porter en-
couraged. “Even if you’re just
doing it for fun.”

She has since graduated
with a Liberal Arts Transfer de-
gree, but continues to study at
WCC to further her knowledge
and is currently in her sixth
semester.

“I’ll be going to Wayne
State starting next semester as
a theater major. Then, after-
wards, I'm hoping to head off
to California to pursue a film
career,” said Porter, regarding
her plans for the future.

Joining her in "Antigone"
is fellow WCC student, Travis
Chaffee.

He plays the role of a guard
named Snout as well as being a
member of the chorus, which
serves the purpose of narration.

Chaffee is from Dexter
and holds a BA in Sport
Management from the
University of Michigan.

He 1s now working towards
an advanced degree in Data
Analytics/Information Science

at WCC.

The challenge of acting is
what piqued his interest in pur-
suing it formally.

“I"d always enjoyed trying
to act naturally when it seemed
that was difficult for others.
That’s really what drew me
into trying out acting,” said
Chaffee.

He says his greatest take-
away from the play is the time
needed to put together a show.

“It takes quite a bit of
thought and preparation and
you need to have the self-moti-
vation to practice lines on your
own,” Chaffee explained.

Chalffee offers a word
of advice to aspiring actors,
“Learn who you are before try-
ing to go into acting. Having
a clear identity will make it
casier to separate yourself from
the character you are play-
ing. Develop your empathy as
well, and see things from other
points of view.”

Though we live in a world
dominated by film and televi-
sion, theater continues to pos-
sess unique charms.

“It’s different every show,
and, because it’s right there,
you really feel the emotion.”
said Porter.

"Antigone" runs from Sept.
28-30 and Oct. 5-7, 2018. Visit
a2ct.org for tickets and show
times.

Photos: Jennifer F. Sansbury
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Slice

The film starts with a barrage of technicolor classic horror font
credit rolls. A chain smoking pizza boy walks up to make his delivery,
but his throat is cut by an invisible force before he can escape. The
movie takes place in Kingfisher, a small town that houses over 40,000
ghosts. The ghosts are segregated into the poorer area of town, and
the living on the nicer side. The ghosts and humans seem to have
lived in harmony until the pizza boy is slain. Accusations get tossed
around and chaos shortly follows for all residents, dead or alive.

For a smaller, independent film, it was a star-studded cast. Chance
the Rapper made his acting debut as Dax Lychander, a 500-year-old

CHANCE BENNETT
ZAZIE BEETZ

" AFMEY
AUSTIN VESELY &

DEAD. IN 30 MINUTES OR LESS.

2018

A24

FRONW THE DIRECTOR OF T4

* JENMIFER GARNER

EPPERMINT

“POWERFUL...
CHILLINGLY EFFECTIVE:

—~SEREEN
MAX FREDERICK
HUBACHER LAY

MLAN
ESCHEL

ALEXANDER
FEHLING

ALL PHOTO CREDITS: IMDB

werewolf who “Just wants to deliver quality Chinese food, at afford-
able prices”. Cast members also include Zazie Beetz, of Deadpool 2
and Atlanta, Paul Scheer from The League, and Rae Grey from The
Walking Dead. The film includes cameos from Hannibal Buress, Joe
Keery, Chris Parnell and others.

The movie doesn’t try to disguise the fact that it’s a lower budget
independent film. They seem to embrace it and let it lend to the high
levels of camp and shlock in in the plot and filming. Iloved the subtle
nostalgia of the special effects makeup, including a thriller-esque
werewolf costume. Where it lacks in special effects, it makes up for
in plot originality. During the world premiere live stream Paul Scheer
said, “Everyone was working [...] to make it the best” and that effort
shows on the editing, costumes, makeup and writing in this movie.

Slice feels like you are watching something your best friend wrote
for you, like you are in on the joke from the second the film starts
rolling. It takes interesting turns and doesn’t pretend to be anything
but itself. Slice is available to stream on iTunes.

The Nun

Another film that adds to a franchise is The Nun, directed by
Corin Hardy and produced by James Wan the director behind the
horror film favorite Saw (2004) and The Conjuring (2013).

I spent too long to get my thoughts on this film-- it offers almost
nothing. It’s just another horror film that just gives its audience
cheap jump scares and a creepy atmosphere. It’s annoying by how
little 1t gives.

The characters are slow, underdeveloped, and the usual dum-
mies in a tropey horror film that keep falling for tricks. It’s difficult
to understand how a priest (who did an exorcism before the events
of this film) keeps falling for demonic tricks.

Character curiosity only leads to a predictable sequence of fright.

The first scene of the film is perhaps the only part worth watch-
ing. There’s nothing else that this film gives.

To call this film forgettable is too much of a compliment.

Peppermint

Starring Jennifer Garner and directed by Pierre Morel, Peppermint
1s an action film about a mother who places a vendetta on a danger-
ous drug lord and corrupt city officials.

This is an unfulfilling film; lazy script, odd editing, a nu-metal
soundtrack that makes the film feel like it came out of the early 2000s,
and poorly written characters.

Despite all this, it seems that the whole cast gave made it worth
their time and stood up as professionals. Not a single actor gave a bad
or questionable performance, though none particularily stood out,
except for Jennifer Garner’s portrayal of the film’s protagonist Riley.

Jennifer Garner gives a good performance and is the only thing
that makes this film worth watching, Sadly, the subpar elements of
this film will hinder Garner’s performance to one that is not talked
about this year or the years going forward.

White Boy Rick

Directed by Yann Demange, White Boy Rick is the story of young
Richard Wershe Jr. or better known by his alias, White Boy Rick,
during the height of the crack epidemic in Detroit during the 1980s.

Starring big names such as: Matthew McConaughey, Bruce Dern,
YG, Jennifer Jason Leigh, and even a cameo from Detroit rapper/
native Danny Brown. It also stars some emerging talent as well: R]
Cyler, Bel Powley, and Richie Merritt. The two former have appeared
on screen before, however this is Merritt’s first role in film. All gave
solid performances.

The trailer is better than the actual film; now I'm not suggesting
that this film sucks. .. it’s just underwhelming, For the time and setting
that this story takes place, it would be expected that the writers and
director could tell a story with a complex narrative and criticism of
the drug war, Detroit’s decline, and also its racial politics. But all of
this is barely explored which makes this film disappointing.

The Captain

Originally titled Der Hauptmann, this film was first released in
Germany last March. The U.S. version first hit theatres in late July,
though didn’t reach mainstream channels until September, just in
time to save me from the disappointments thus far.

The film is based on the real life story of the Executioner of
Emsland. Max Hubacher plays Willi Herold, a separated soldier
who comes across the luggage of a Nazi captain. To survive being
arrested for desertion he impersonates a high ranking Nazi official
who 1s sent to the front by Hitler himself. Willi soons finds himself
in complete control of a concentration camp full of soldiers who
deserted like him. From that point forward, the audience witnesses
the heart of cruelty.

Much of this film evokes of Philip Zimbardo’s infamous Stanford
Prison Experiment from 1971, which studied the psychology of ev-
eryday people given complete authority over prisoners. Perhaps this
film should be viewed as a horror film due to its horrific display of
absolute power.

The obvious observation of how power corrupts is an essential
theme of this film, but it also explores other elements such as changing
identity, fascism, and ethical dilemmas. Be warned, the film contains
intense and cruel depictions of war crimes.

The Predator

The Predator is the fourth film in the Predator franchise (Aliens
vs. Predator not included) and hopefully it’s the last one.

Behind the new film is director Shane Black, the director respon-
sible for 2016 fabulous neo-noir comedy film The Nice Guys.

The first film, Predator (1987), starring Arnold Schwarzenegger is
considered one the best action films to come out of the 1980s. With
its antagonist, a space traveling alien who hunts down the galaxy’s
most ferocious species for sport (or Yautja), being one of the most
recognizable and beloved villians in the sci-fi genre along with its
counterpart the Xenomorph from the Alien franchise.

The first film of the franchise is the fan favorite out of the series.
The first three films share a common theme of fear when being
hunted down by a creature who wants to keep your bones as hunt-
ing trophies. Shane Black’s new entry to the franchise scraps this fear
aspect for a film that leans more towards the action comedies of this
current decade. The result of that is disappointing,

er Movie Reviews

Compiled by Danny Villalobos and Catherine Engstrom-Hadley

For characters who have just come in contact with an alien for
the first time, all of them just seem excited to fight it. As in past in-
stallments all the characters who ran into this creature would run
away and find a way to survive immediately. It all lead to suspense-
ful scenes. Even big man Arny was scared of this beast, so the deci-
sion to switch that great aspect to these toothpicks chasing this beast
down is absurd.

Action wise, it does have the blood and gore as to be expected,
but it’s bothering to see a lot of it be dragged down by bad CGIL.
Furthermore, the physics of this film are bothersome as well, it doesn’t
make sense how these guys keep taking blows from this creature.

It’s an overall mess.

CS%urRiNG
THE

EXPERIENCE IT IN IMAX [XIDOLBY CINEMA

Matthew McConaughey
Jennifer Jason Leigh
Jonathan Majors

with Bruce Dern

and Piper Laurie

and introducing Richie Merritt
as “White Boy Rick”
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DR. MARC RAYMAN? YOU'RE
THE CHIEF ENGINEER OF THE
DAWN SPACE MISSION THAT'S
NOW ENDING?

brewrockit@yahoo.com www.gocomics.com/brewsterrockit

Rial

I HAVE AN IDEA FOR YOUR
NEXT SPACE PROJECT.

TWO WORDS: SPACE CATS.

JUST THINK OF THE VIDEOS ...

HELLO? HELLO?

10/09 ©2018 Tribune Content Agency, LLC, All rights reserved
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* Send ads to wcc.voice.advertising@gmail.com
® The deadline is 5 p.m. the tuesday before publication

Career Services

ML 104

(734) 677-5155
careers@wccnet.edu
wcenet.edu/careerconnection

Below is a sample of recent em-
ployment want ads which have
been posted with WCC Career
Services. Students are invited to
apply on the Career Connection
job portal. For optimal applica-
tion results, schedule an appoint-

ment today with a career advisor.

Technical Specialist
Apple.

After customers purchase our
products, you're the one who helps
them get more out of their new
Apple technology. Your day in the
Apple Store is filled with a range of
focused support and service tasks.
Whether you're helping customers
get started with the Mac or finding
answers to their questions about
other Apple devices, you're ready
to share knowledge and provide
exceptional assistance. You gain
satisfaction from bringing resolu-

tion and insight to each customer,
elevating his or her relationship
with Apple to the next level.

Pastry Intern
Oakland Hills Country Club.

Seeking an energized and pas-
sionate pastry intern eager to learn
the techniques of pastry cooking at
a world class country club. Working
under the supervision of the ex-
ecutive pastry chef, the intern will
contribute to the production of the
best baked goods and delicacies to
our members and events. Must be
a team player with a positive atti-
tude, who is hungry for knowledge
and accepts.

Front Desk Receptionist/
Administrative Assistant -
13026

Rousch Industries.

Are you flexible and customer
service oriented? If so, we may
have the perfect opportunity for
you. Roush has an immediate need
for a Front Desk Receptionist/Ad-
ministrative Assistant to support our
Warren, Ml location. A dependable,
professional Front Desk Recep-
tionist/Administrative Assistant
will be responsible for performing
general administrative duties such

Student and WCC emplyees

as: greeting guests, executives and
employees, answering the phone
and directing calls, handling gen-
eral correspondence, photocopy-
ing, filing, faxing, and data entry.

IT Helpdesk
The Andrews Group.

Our Ann Arbor client, Avfuel
Corporation, is seeking an Entry-
Level Helpdesk Associate who
will collaborate to ensure proper
computer operations, support of
users, and the installation, monitor-
ing, maintenance, support, and
optimization of all hardware and
software. The best fit for this role
will be someone who is interested
in learning and growing their skill
set.

Orthodontics Dental As-
sistant
Great Expressions Dental Centers.

We are looking for a quali-
fied, professional and motivated
Orthodontic Dental Assistant who
is ready to help change the lives of
patients, be a part of a team and
grow personally and professionally
within our Great Expressions family!

Content Marketing Intern
HT Mobile Apps.

Classified ads in The Voice are free.

HT Mobile Apps (HTMA) is a
startup based out of the Dexter
area developing fun and interactive
software applications for financial
services companies. HTMA has two
products to market, a white-labeled
native app solution, Banker Jr, and
a mobile-first web application
Plingit. HTMA has secured large
strategic partnerships and is look-
ing toward fast growth and building
the team to get there.

Inventory Billing Specialist
RKA Petroleum.

Organizes daily paperwork and
audits fuel tickets and daily fuel
delivers from multiple sources. Re-
views daily paperwork from stations
for fuel sales and inventory read-
ings, reconciles fuel receipts and
issues to ensure inventory activity
balances and enters inventories
into DM2. Prepares daily paper-
work for invoicing by matching,
verifying quantities, communicat-
ing discrepancies in a professional
manner.

Accountant / Full Charge
Bookkeeping

Marcus Management.

Full-time position at a multi-fam-
ily housing community in the Ann

whRASISIFIEDS

LOCAL BUSINESS OWNERS

Looking for help? As a service to our students, you
may places "help wanted” ads in The Voice for free.

Arbor area. Benefits are offered
after a 90 day probationary period.
The position duties include but not
limited to the following; Post and
Balance all transactions on a com-
puterized ledger. Reconcile all bank
and investment statements, Process
all member payments, prepare and
post deposit, issue Notice to Quits
and late notices, process all A/P
and issue checks, process payroll,
issue 1099’s, prepare all month-end
reports for BOD, oversee pension
plan.

CDL Driver - Class A or B

Manpower, Inc.

Check out these great opportu-
nities in the Ann Arbor areal Our
clients are seeking CDL Drivers,
Class A or B, for full-time day shift
positions with an hourly pay rate of
up to $18.00 per hour, depending
on experience.

Fuel System Testing Tech-
nician
Nostrom Energy, LLC.

Seeking a sharp, focused candi-
date to help with fuel system test-
ing, test equipment maintenance,
and fuel injector bench-marking
activities on a part-time basis. This
opportunity provides knowledge-

building opportunities in fuel
systems, fuel injectors, hydraulics,
solenoids, high pressure and low
pressure fuel system operation, and
real-world experience with fuel
system vehicle integration, and
exposure to engine calibration for
gasoline passenger vehicles.

CO- OP: HVAC Engineer-
ing
Mahle.

Are you ready for more respon-
sibility? Daily engineering tasks to
facilitate launch readiness for CIXX,
LHD, HVAC in Ramos. Build parts,
troubleshoot engineering and build
problems, tear downs. Facilitate
IVER builds and shipments and
needed (CIXX, Omega, E2YB)

Waitstaff
Mystic Creek — City of Dearborn.

The employee performs a wide
variety of duties related to the
food & beverage operation of the
Mystic Creek Golf Course. Primary
responsibilities include providing
complete food & beverage service
to club house patrons. Complete
service involves: greeting patrons,
servicing tables and assisting
kitchen staff by performing routine
food preparation tasks.
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